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---Pugnacem sdrent s&pimte minorem?

I AM very much at a loss how to proceed upon the subject
intended in this paper, which a new incident has led me
to engage in: The subject I mean, is that of soldiers and the
army \ but being a matter wholly out of my trade, I shall
handle it in as cautious a manner as I am able.

It is certain, that the art of war hath suffered great changes,
almost in every age and country of the world; however,
there are some maxims relating to it, that will be efernal
truths, and which every reasonable man will allow.

In the early times of Greece and Rome, the armies of
those states were composed of their citizens, who took no
pay, because the quarrel was their own; and therefore the
war was usually decided in one campaign; or, if it lasted
longer, however in winter the soldiers returned to their
several callings, and were not distinguished from the rest of
the people. The Gothic governments in Europe, though
they were of military institution, yet observed almost the
same method. I shall instance only here in England.
Those who held lands in capita of the king, were obliged to
attend him in his wars with a certain number of men, who
all held lands from them at easy rents on that condition.
These fought without pay, and when the service was over,
returned again to their farms. It is recorded of William
Rufus, that being absent in Normandy, and engaged in a war

1                                  No. 20 in the reprint.   [T. S.]

2                                 Ovid, "Metamorphoses," xiii. 353:

" Well assured, that ait
And conduct were of war the better part."
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